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GRADE 3 OPINION ESSAY RUBRIC

4

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseislogically and effectively
organized; it conveys the writer’s opinion
ina complete and unified way. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

oEffectivelyintroduces the topic
oExplicitly states a point of view/opinion
oEffectively organizesreasons forthe
point of view/opinionin an easily
identifiable way

oEffectively transitions from one point to
anotherusing basic transitional words and
phrases(e.g., because, therefore, since,
forexample)

eEffectively concludesinalogical and
unified way

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys the writer’s opinion
butlacks anoverall sense of unity. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

«Clearly states the topic

oExplicitly states a point of view/opinion
e«Generally organizesreasons for the point
of view/opinion but may be repetitive or
stray from time to time

eUses some transitions to connectideas
«Clearly communicates a conclusion but
may lack a sense of completeness

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may have a basic
controlling point of view that is
ineffectively communicated. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

esAttemptstointroduce the topic and/or
restates the prompt but may lack clarity
«States a point of view/opinion that may
be ambiguous or confusing

eLacks an obvious organizational
structure, although some grouping of
ideas may be present

eUses little orno transitional strategies
eIncludes a statement that representsan
ending, but the statement may not
accurately oradequately sumup the
writer’'s main points

Theresponseisrelated to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

eStates a topic that may be ambiguous or
confusing

eFails to state a point of view/opinion

el acks an organizational structure
eFailsto connectideas that support the
author’s opinion

el acks a statement that concludes and
summarizes the writer’s opinion

Support & Elaboration

The response demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the topic; it effectively
and thoroughly develops, explains, and

supports the writer’s opinion with reasons.

The response is characterized by most or
all of the following features:

oEffectively supports the writer's opinion
with multiple reasons

oEffectively elaborates on eachreason
that supports the writer’s opinion

The response demonstrates adequate
understanding of the topic; it develops,
explains, and supports the writer’s opinion
with somereasons. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eUses somereasons as support forthe
writer’s opinion but may be more general
than specific

eElaborates on most reasons that support
the writer's opinion

Theresponse demonstrates
inconsistenciesinunderstanding the
topic; it develops, explains, and/or
supports some reasons for the writer’s
opinion. The response is characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eUses minimal reasons as support for the
writer’s opinion

eAttempts to elaborate onthereasonsfor
the writer’s opinion, but elaborationiis
weak or faulty

The response minimally orinadequately
addresses the topic; it states an opinion
with little or no development, support, or
elaboration. The response is characterized
by most orall of the following features:

eProvides areason forthe writer’s opinion
oFails to elaborate onthe reason forthe
writer’'s opinion
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Conventions

The response demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract from the
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, andusage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

Theresponse demonstratesllittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
and usage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if it is characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseisblank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponse is merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.

e Theresponseis writtenin alanguage other than English.
e Theresponse is off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 3 INFORMATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseislogically and effectively
organized; it completely conveys the
writer’'sideasin aunified way. The
responseis characterized by most orall of
the following features:

oEffectivelyintroduces the topic
eEffectively connects and organizes
relatedideas andinformationinan easily
identifiable way

«Effectively transitions from one point to
anotherusing basic transitional words and
phrases(e.g.,and, but, or, also, another,
to00)

eEffectively concludesinalogicaland
unified way

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys the writer'sideas but
lacks an overall sense of unity. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

«Clearly states the topic

e«Generally organizesrelatedideas and
information but may be repetitive or stray
fromtimetotime

eUses some transitions to connectideas
«Clearly communicates a conclusion but
may lack a sense of completeness

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may have a basic
controllingidea thatisineffectively
communicated. Theresponseis
characterized by most orall of the
following features:

esAttemptstointroduce the topic and/or
restates the prompt but may lack clarity
el acks an obvious organizational
structure, although some grouping of
ideas may be present

eUses little orno transitional strategies
eIncludes a statement that represents an
ending, but the statement may not
accurately oradequately sum up main
points

Theresponseisrelated to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

eStates a topic that may be ambiguous or
confusing

el acks an organizational structure
eFailsto connectideas

el acks a statement that concludesand
summarizes the main points

Support & Elaboration

The response demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the topic; it effectively
and thoroughly develops, explains, and
supports the writer’sideas. The response
is characterized by most orall of the
following features:

oEffectively uses multiple facts,
definitions, and/or details to support main
points

oEffectively explains and elaborates on
main points

Note: Text evidenceis not required at G3.

The response demonstrates adequate
understanding of the topic; it develops,
explains, and supports mostideas. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

eUses facts, definitions, and/or details as
support but may be more general than
specific

eExplains most of the main points

Note: Text evidenceis not required at G3.

The response demonstrates
inconsistenciesinunderstanding the
topic;it develops, explains, and/or
supports someideas. Theresponse is
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eUses minimal facts, definitions, and/or
details to support main points
eAttempts to explain main points, but
explanationis weak or faulty

Note: Text evidenceis not required at G3.

The response minimally orinadequately
addresses the topic; it states one ormore
ideas with little orno development,
support, orelaboration. The response is
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eUses few, if any, facts, definitions, and/or

details to support main points
eFails to explain main points

Note: Text evidenceis not required at G3.
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Conventions

The response demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract from the
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, andusage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

Theresponse demonstratesllittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
and usage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if itis characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseisblank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.

e Theresponseis writtenin alanguage other than English.
e Theresponse is off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 3 NARRATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseis logically and effectively
organized; it conveysa narrativeina
complete and unified way. Theresponse is
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

oEffectively establishes characters and/or
anarratoras directed by the prompt
eEffectively organizes a sequence of
events that unfolds naturally

oEffectively uses temporalwords and
phrasesto signal event order(e.g., before,
after, then, next, at first)

eEffectively concludesinalogical and
unified way

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys a narrative but lacks
anoverall sense of unity. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eIntroduces characters and/or anarrator
as directed by the prompt

eIncludes events that proceedin an order
thatis typical fora narrative

eUses some temporal words and phrases
to move from event to event

eProvides an ending that conforms with
therest of the narrative

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may notconvey a
complete narrative. Theresponse s
characterized by most orall of the
following features:

eIncludes characters and/or a narrator
that may not completely conformwith the
directionsin the prompt

eIncludes a basic set of events but may
structure themin anillogical way

eUses few if any temporal words and
phrases to move from event to event
eProvides an ending that may notlogically
conclude the narrative

Theresponseisrelated to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

oFails to establish charactersand/ora
narrator that conforms with the directions
inthe prompt

eLacks arecognizable narrative structure
eUses no temporalwords or phrases that
help move through the narrative

el acks anendingto the narrative

Support & Elaboration

The response thoroughly develops
characters and/oranarrator; it effectively
and thoroughly elaborates on the
sequence of events. Theresponse s
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

oEffectively uses dialogue to support
characterand/or narrator development
eEffectively conveys the actions,
thoughts, and feelings of characters
through detailed descriptions

The response demonstrates adequate
development of charactersand/ora
narrator; it describes a sequence of
events. The response is characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eUses some dialogue among and
between characters

«Conveys some actions, thoughts, and
feelings of some characters through
descriptions

Theresponse includes superficial
development of charactersand/ora
narrator;itincludes events that are part of
a story. Theresponseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eUses little orno dialogue among and
between characters

«Conveys some actions, thoughts, and/or
feelings of some characters, butina
superficial way

Theresponseincludes charactersand/ora
narrator; it attempts torelate a story. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

eUsesno dialogue and/or merely tells
what characters do

«Conveys little orno information about
characters’ actions, thoughts, and
feelings
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Conventions

The response demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract from the
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, andusage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

The response demonstrateslittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
and usage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if it is characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseisblank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e The response is merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.

e Theresponseis writtenin alanguage other than English.
e Theresponse is off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 4 & 5 OPINION ESSAY RUBRIC

4

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseis logically and effectively
organized; it conveys the writer’s opinion
inacomplete and unified way. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

eEffectivelyintroduces the topic
oExplicitly states a point of view/opinion
oEffectively organizesreasons and
evidence forthe point of view/opinionin
an easily identifiable way

eEffectively transitions from one point to
anotherusing transitional words, phrases,
and/orclauses(e.g., consequently,
specifically, forinstance, in orderto, in
addition, Because.. ., Since...)
eEffectively concludesinalogical and
unified way

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys the writer’s opinion
but lacks anoverall sense of unity. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

«Clearly states the topic

oExplicitly states a point of view/opinion
e«Generally organize reasons and evidence
forthe point of view/opinion but may be
repetitive or stray fromtime to time

eUses some transitional words, phrases,
and/orclausesto connectideas

¢Clearly communicates a conclusion but
may lack a sense of completeness

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may have a basic
controlling point of view that is
ineffectively communicated. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

eAttempts tointroduce the topic and/or
restates the prompt but may lack clarity
eStates a point of view/opinion that may
be ambiguous or confusing

el acks an obvious organizational
structure, although some grouping of
reasons and/or evidence may be present
eUses little orno transitional strategies
eIncludes a statement that representsan
ending, but the statement may not
accurately oradequately sumup the
writer’s main points

Theresponseis related to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

«States a topic that may be ambiguous or
confusing

eFails to state a point of view/opinion

el acks an organizational structure for
reasons and/orevidence

oFails to connectideas that support the
author’s opinion

el acks a statement that concludes and
summarizes the writer’s opinion

Evidence & Elaboration

The response demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the topic; it effectively
and thoroughly develops, explains, and
supports the writer’s opinion with reasons
andevidence. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

oEffectively supports the writer’s opinion
with multiple reasons

oEffectively elaborates on eachreason
and supports each reason with evidence

The response demonstrates adequate
understanding of the topic; it develops,
explains, and supports the writer’s opinion
withreasons and evidence. Theresponse
is characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eUses somereasons as support forthe
writer’'s opinion but may be more general
than specific

eElaborates on most reasonsusing
supporting evidence that supports the
writer’'s opinion

The response demonstrates
inconsistenciesin understanding the
topic;it develops, explains, and/or
supports the writer’s opinion with some
reasons and/orevidence. Theresponse is
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eUses minimal reasons as support for the
writer’s opinion

eProvidesinsufficient or faulty elaboration
and/or supporting evidence

The response minimally orinadequately
addresses the topic; it states an opinion
with little orno development, support, or
elaboration. The response is characterized
by most orall of the following features:

eProvides areason forthe writer’s opinion
oFails to elaborate onthe reason forthe
writer’s opinion and/or fails to use
supporting evidence
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Conventions

The response demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract from the
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, andusage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

Theresponse demonstratesllittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
and usage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if itis characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseisblank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.

e Theresponseis writtenin alanguage other than English.
e Theresponse is off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 4 & 5 INFORMATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Theresponseislogically and effectively
organized; it conveys the writer'sideasina
complete and unified way. The responseis
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

Theresponseis adequately and
generally organized; it conveys the
writer'sideas butlacks an overall sense
of unity. Theresponse s characterized
by most orall of the following features:

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may have a basic
controlling idea thatisineffectively
communicated. Theresponseis

Theresponseisrelated to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

oEffectively uses precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to inform
about or explain the topic

eUses some precise language and/or
domain-specific vocabulary to inform
about orexplain the topic

eUses general language and general
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic

g characterized by most or all of the
ﬁ following features:
c
g eEffectivelyintroduces the topic «Clearly states the topic eAttemptstointroduce the topic and/or eStates atopic that may be ambiguous or
6 eEffectively connects and organizesrelated «Generally organizesrelatedideas and restates the prompt but may lack clarity confusing
g ideas andinformationin cohesive information into paragraphs el acks an obvious organizational el acks an organizational structure
@ paragraphs eUses some transitional words, phrases,  structure, although some grouping of eFailsto connectideas
Q  .Effectively transitions from one pointto and/or clausesto connectideas ideas may be present el acks a statement that concludes and
E anotherusing basic transitional words, «Clearly communicatesaconclusionbut eUseslittle orno transitional strategies summarizes the main points
phrases and/orclauses (e.g., another, also, may lack a sense of completeness eIncludes a statement thatrepresents an
because, especially, forexample, in contrast, ending, but the statement may not
Because...,Since...) accurately oradequately sumup main
eEffectively concludesin alogicaland points
unified way
The response demonstrates a thorough The response demonstrates adequate The response demonstrates The response minimally orinadequately
understanding of the topic; it effectively understanding of the topic; it develops, inconsistenciesinunderstanding the addresses the topic; it states one ormore
and thoroughly develops, explains, and explains, and supports mostideas. The topic; it develops, explains, and/or ideas with little orno development,
g supportsideas. Theresponse is response is characterized by most or all supports someideas. Theresponse is support, orelaboration. The response is
'g characterized by most or all of the following  of the following features: characterized by most or all of the characterized by most or all of the
° features: following features: following features:
S
°"'; oEffectively uses multiple facts, definitions,  eUses some facts, definitions, concrete  eUses some facts, definitions, concrete eUses few, if any, facts, definitions,
) concrete details, and/or quotations from details, and/or quotations from the text details, and/or quotationsfromthe textto  concrete details, and/or quotations from
% the text to support main points as support but may be more generalthan support someideas the text to supportideas
T oEffectively explains and elaborates on specific e«Attempts to explain main points, but eFails to explain main points
@ main points oExplains most of the main points explanationis weak or faulty eInconsistently useslanguage and

vocabulary pertinent to the task
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Conventions

Theresponse demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, andusage.
If minor errors occur, they donot detract
from the overallintent or effectiveness
of theresponse.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, andusage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

Theresponse demonstratesllittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
and usage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if itis characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseisblank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.

e Theresponseis writtenin alanguage other than English.
e Theresponse is off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 4 & 5 NARRATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseislogically and effectively
organized; it conveys a narrativein a
complete andunified way. Theresponse is
characterized by most orall of the
following features:

oEffectively establishes characters and/or
anarrator as directed by the prompt
oEffectively organizes a sequence of
events thatunfolds naturally

eEffectively uses a variety of transitional
words, phrases, and clauses to manage the
sequence of events

oEffectively concludes the narrativeina
logicalway

Theresponse is adequately and generally
organized; it conveys a narrative but lacks
anoverall sense of unity. Theresponseis
characterized by most orall of the
following features:

eIntroduces characters and/oranarrator
as directed by the prompt

eIncludes events that proceedin an order
thatis typical foranarrative

eUses some transitional words, phrases,
and/or clauses to manage the sequence
of events

eProvides an ending that conforms with
the rest of the narrative

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may notconvey a
complete narrative. Theresponse s
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eIncludes characters and/or a narrator
that may not completely conformwith the
directionsin the prompt

eIncludes a basic set of events but may
structure themin anillogical way
eUsesllittle orno transitions to manage the
sequences of events

eProvides an ending that may not logically
conclude the narrative

Theresponseisrelatedto the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

eFails to establish charactersand/ora
narrator that conforms with the directions
inthe prompt

el acks arecognizable narrative structure
eUses no transitions between oramong
parts of the narrative

eLacks anending to the narrative

Support & Elaboration

The response thoroughly develops
characters and/or a narrator; it effectively
and thoroughly elaborates on the
sequence of events. Theresponse s
characterized by most orall of the
following features:

oEffectively uses dialogue and
description to develop experiences and
events or show the responses of
characters to situations

eEffectively uses concrete words and
phrases and sensory details to convey
experiences and events precisely

The response demonstrates adequate
development of characters and/ora
narrator; it describes a sequence of
events. The response is characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eUses dialogue and/ordescriptionto
develop some experiences and events or
show the responses of some characters
to situations

eUses some concrete words and phrases
and sensory details to describe
experiences and events

Theresponseincludes superficial
development of characters and/ora
narrator;itincludes events that are part of
a story. Theresponseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eUses little or no dialogue or descriptions
to develop experiences and events or
show theresponses of characters to
situations

eUses simplistic orinaccurate words or
phrases to describe experiences and
events

Theresponseincludes characters and/or
anarrator; itattemptstorelate a story. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

eUses no dialogue and/or conveysllittle or
no description of the events and
characters

eFails to include descriptive words and/or
phrases
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Conventions

Theresponse demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract from the
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence

formation, spelling, grammar, andusage.

Various errors may detract from the
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

Theresponse demonstrates little
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
and usage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if itis characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseis blank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

« Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.
e Theresponseiswrittenin alanguage other than English.
¢ Theresponseis off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 6 ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Theresponseislogically and effectively
organized; it conveys the writer’s
argumentina complete and unified way.
Theresponseis characterized by most or
all of the following features:

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys the writer’s argument
but lacks an overall sense of unity. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/or lacks obvious organization;
it may have a basic controlling point of view
thatisineffectively communicated. The
response is characterized by most orall of

Theresponseisrelated to the topic
but lacks organizational structure. The
responseis characterized by most or
all of the following features:

g the following features:
®
g oEffectively introduces the topic «Clearly states the topic eAttemptstointroduce the topic and/or eStates a topic that may be
g eExplicitly states a point of eExplicitly states a point of view/argument restates the promptbut may lack clarity ambiguous or confusing
6 view/argument «Generally organizesreasons and evidence eStates a point of view/argument that may eFailsto state a point of
g oEffectively organizesreasons and forthe point of view/argument but may be be ambiguous or confusing view/argument
@ evidence forthe argumentin an easily repetitive or stray from time to time eLacks an obvious organizational structure, el acks an organizational structure for
Q  identifiable way eUses some transitional words, phrases, or although some grouping of reasons and/or reasons and/or evidence
E eEffectively transitions from one point to clausesto connectideas evidence may be present eFailsto connectideasthat support
anotherusing transitional words, phrases,  «Clearly communicatesaconclusionbutmay eUseslittle orno transitional strategies the author’'s argument
and/or clauses lack a sense of completeness eIncludes a statement that representsan e acks a statement that concludes
oEffectively concludesin alogical and ending, but the statement may not and summarizes the writer’'s argument
unified way accurately oradequately sumup the writer’s
main points
Theresponse demonstrates athorough  Theresponse demonstrates adequate The response demonstratesinconsistencies  Theresponse minimally or
understanding of the topic; it understanding of the topic; it develops, inunderstanding the topic; it develops, inadequately addresses the topic; it
effectively and thoroughly develops, explains, and supports the writer’'sargument  explains, and/or supports the writer’s states an argument with little orno
g explains, and supports the writer’s withreasons and evidence. Theresponse is argumentwith some reasons and/or development, support, or elaboration.
'g argumentwith reasons and evidence. characterized by most or all of the following evidence. Theresponseis characterized by Theresponse is characterized by most
° Theresponseis characterized by most features: most or all of the following features: orall of the following features:
(_'Qu orall of the following features:
w
% eEffectively supports the writer’s eUses somereasons as support forthe eUses minimal reasons as support for the eProvides areason forthe writer’s
% argumentwith multiple reasons writer’s argument but may be more general writer'sargument argument
Ke) oEffectively elaboratesoneachreason  thanspecific eProvides insufficient or faulty elaboration eFailsto elaborate on the reason for
@ and supports each reason with eElaborates on most reasons using evidence  and/or supporting evidence the writer's argument and/or fails to

evidence
eEstablishes and maintains a formal
style

that supports the writer's argument
eEstablishes and mostly maintains a formal
style

eMakes stylistic choices that are not always
indicative of a formal style

use supporting evidence
eMakes stylistic choices thatreveal a
lack of awareness of the audience
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Conventions

The response demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation, spelling,
grammar, and usage. If minor errors occur,
they do not detract from the overallintent or
effectiveness of the response.

Theresponse demonstrates a partial mastery
of basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation, spelling,
grammar, and usage. Various errors may
detract from the overallintent or
effectiveness of the response.

The response demonstrateslittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling,
grammar, and usage. The frequency
and severity of errors disrupt the
effectiveness of the response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if itis characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseis blank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

« Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.
e Theresponseiswrittenin alanguage other than English.
¢ Theresponseis off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 7 & 8 ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseislogically and effectively organized;
it conveys the writer’'sargumentina complete and
unified way. The response is characterized by most
orallof the following features:

oEffectively introduces the topic

oExplicitly states a point of view/argument
oEffectively organizesreasons and evidence for
the argument in an easily identifiable way
«Explicitly addresses alternate or opposing
arguments and successfully distinguishes them
fromwriter’s own argument

«Effectively transitions from one point to another
using transitional words, phrases, and/or clauses
oEffectively concludesin alogical and unified way

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys the writer’s
argument but lacks an overall sense of
unity. Theresponseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

«Clearly states the topic

*Explicitly states a point of
view/argument

eGenerally organizes reasons and
evidence forthe point of view/argument
but may be repetitive or stray fromtime to
time

eAddresses alternate oropposing
arguments from the writer’s own
argument but may not completely explain
why the writer's own argument is stronger
eUses some transitional words, phrases,
orclausesto connectideas

«Clearly communicates a conclusion but
may lack a sense of completeness

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious organization; it
may have a basic controlling point of view that
isineffectively communicated. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

esAttemptstointroduce the topic and/or
restates the prompt but may lack clarity
eStates a point of view/argument that may be
ambiguous or confusing

eLacks an obvious organizational structure,
although some grouping of reasons and/or
evidence may be present

eAcknowledges the existence of alternate or
opposing arguments but fails to elaborate or
distinguish them from the writer’'s own
argument

eUses little orno transitional strategies
eIncludes a statement that representsan
ending, but the statement may not accurately
oradequately sum up the writer’'s main points

Theresponseisrelatedto the topic
butlacks organizational structure.
Theresponseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eStates atopic that may be
ambiguous or confusing

eFailsto state a point of
view/argument

eLacks an organizational structure
forreasons and/orevidence

eFails to acknowledge alternate or
opposing arguments

eFailsto connectideasthat support
the author’'s argument

eLacks a statement that concludes
and summarizes the writer’s
argument
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Evidence & Elaboration

The response demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the topic; it effectively and
thoroughly develops, explains, and supports the
writer'sargument withreasons and evidence. The
response is characterized by most orall of the
following features:

oEffectively supports the writer's argument with
multiple reasons

oEffectively elaborates on eachreasonand
supports eachreasonwith evidence
eEstablishes and maintains a formal style

The response demonstrates adequate
understanding of the topic; it develops,
explains, and supports the writer’'s
argumentwith reasons and evidence. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

eUses somereasons as support forthe
writer'sargument but may be more
general than specific

eElaborates on most reasons using
evidence that supports the writer’s
argument

eEstablishes and mostly maintains a
formal style

The response demonstrates inconsistenciesin
understanding the topic; it develops, explains,
and/or supports the writer’'s argument with
some reasons and/or evidence. The response
is characterized by most or all of the following
features:

eUses minimalreasons as support forthe
writer’'s argument

eProvidesinsufficient or faulty elaboration
and/or supporting evidence

eMakes stylistic choices that are not always
indicative of a formal style

The response minimally or
inadequately addresses the topic; it
states an argument with little orno
development, support, or
elaboration. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eProvides areason forthe writer’s
argument

eFailsto elaborate on the reason for
the writer’'s argument and/or fails to
use supporting evidence

eMakes stylistic choices thatreveal a
lack of awareness of the audience

Conventions

The response demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract fromthe
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

Theresponse demonstrates a partial mastery
of basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation, spelling,
grammar, and usage. Various errors may
detract from the overallintent or effectiveness
of theresponse.

The response demonstrateslittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. The
frequency and severity of errors
disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS)if it is characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseisblank.
e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.
e Theresponseiswrittenin alanguage other than English.

e Theresponseis off topic, off task, or offensive.
e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 6 - 8 INFORMATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseislogically and effectively organized;
it conveys the writer’'sideasina complete and
unified way. The response is characterized by most
orall of the following features:

oEffectivelyintroduces the topic or thesis
statement

eEffectively organizesideas, concepts, and
information using strategies such as definition,
classification, comparison/contrast, and
cause/effect

oEffectively transitions from one point to another
using appropriate transitional words, phrases,
and/orclauses

oEffectively concludesin alogical and unified way

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys the writer’'sideas
but lacks an overall sense of unity. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

«Clearly states the topic orthesis
e«Generally organizesrelatedideas,
concepts, andinformationusing
organizational strategies

eUses some transitional words, phrases,
and/orclausesto connectideas
«Clearly communicates a conclusion but
may lack a sense of completeness

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious organization; it
may have a basic controllingidea thatis
ineffectively communicated. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

eAttemptstointroduce the topic or thesis
and/orrestates the prompt but may lack clarity
eLacks an obvious organizational structure,
although some grouping of ideas may be
present

eUses little orno transitional strategies
eIncludes a statement that representsan
ending, but the statement may not accurately
oradequately sumup main points

Theresponseisrelated to the topic
but lacks organizational structure.
Theresponseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eStates a topic orthesis that may be
ambiguous or confusing

eLacks an organizational structure
eFailsto connectideas

el acks a statement that concludes
and summarizes the main points

Evidence & Elaboration

The response demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the topic; it effectively and
thoroughly develops, explains, and supportsideas.
Theresponse is characterized by most or all of the
following features:

oEffectively uses multiple facts, definitions,
concrete details, and/or quotations from the text
to support main points

eEffectively explains and elaborates on main points
oEffectively uses precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic

oEffectively establishes and maintains a formal
style

The response demonstrates adequate
understanding of the topic; it develops,
explains, and supports mostideas. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

eUses some facts, definitions, concrete
details, and/or quotations from the text
as support but may be more general than
specific

eExplains most of the main points

eUses some precise language and/or
domain-specific vocabulary to inform
about or explain the topic

eEstablishes and mostly maintains a
formal style

The response demonstrates inconsistenciesin
understanding the topic; it develops, explains,
and/or supports some ideas. Theresponse is
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

eUses some facts, definitions, concrete
details, and/or quotations from the text to
support someideas

eAttempts to explain main points, but
explanationis weak or faulty

eUses generallanguage and general
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic
eMakes stylistic choices that are not always
indicative of aformal style

The response minimally or
inadequately addresses the topic; it
states one ormore ideas with little or
no development, support, or
elaboration. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eUses few, if any, facts, definitions,
concrete details, and/or quotations
from the text to support ideas

eFails to explain main points
eInconsistently useslanguage and
vocabulary pertinent to the task
eMakes stylistic choices thatreveal a
lack of awareness of the audience
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Conventions

The response demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract fromthe
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

Theresponse demonstrates a partial mastery
of basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation, spelling,
grammar, and usage. Various errors may
detract from the overallintent or effectiveness
of theresponse.

Theresponse demonstrates little
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. The
frequency and severity of errors
disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if it is characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseisblank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponse is merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.

e Theresponseis writtenin alanguage other than English.
e Theresponse is off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 6 - 8 NARRATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

4

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseislogically and effectively
organized; it conveys a narrativeina
complete andunified way. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

oEffectively establishes charactersand/ora
narratoras directed by the prompt
oEffectively organizes a sequence of events
thatunfolds naturally

oEffectively uses a variety of transitional
words, phrases, and clauses to convey
sequence and signal shifts from one time
frame orsetting to another

eEffectively concludes the narrativeina
logical way that follows from the narrated
experiences and events

Theresponse is adequately and generally
organized; it conveys a narrative but lacks
anoverall sense of unity. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eIntroduces characters and/oranarrator
as directed by the prompt

eIncludes events that proceedin an order
thatis typical foranarrative

eUses some transitional words, phrases,
and/or clauses to convey sequence and
signal shifts from one time frame or setting
to another

eProvides an ending that conforms with
the rest of the narrative

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/or lacks obvious
organization; it may not convey a complete
narrative. The responseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eIncludes characters and/or a narrator that
may not completely conform with the
directionsin the prompt

eIncludes a basic set of events but may
structure themin anillogical way

eUses few orno transitions to convey
sequence and signal shifts from one time
frame or settingto another

eProvides an ending that may notlogically
ornaturally conclude the narrative

Theresponseisrelated to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

oFails to establish charactersand/ora
narrator that conforms with the directions
in the prompt

el acks arecognizable narrative structure
eUses no transitions between oramong
parts of the narrative

eLacks anendingto the narrative

Support & Elaboration

The response thoroughly develops
characters and/or a narrator; it effectively
and thoroughly elaborates on the sequence
of events. Theresponse is characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eEffectively uses narrative techniques, such
as dialogue, pacing, and description, to
develop experiences, events, and/or
characters

oEffectively uses precise words and phrases,

relevant descriptive details, and sensory
language to convey experiences and events

The response demonstrates adequate
development of characters and/ora
narrator; it describes a sequence of
events. Theresponse is characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eUses narrative techniques to develop
some experiences and events or show the
responses of some characters to
situations

eUses more general words and phrases,
descriptive details, and/or sensory
language to convey experiences and
events

The response includes superficial
development of characters and/ora
narrator;itincludes events that are partof a
story. Theresponseis characterized by most
orall of the following features:

eUses inadequate narrative techniques to

develop experiences and events or show the

responses of characters to situations
eUses simplistic or superficial words or
phrases to describe experiences and events

Theresponse includes characters and/or
anarrator; it attempts torelate a story.
Theresponse is characterized by most or
all of the following features:

eUses norecognizable narrative
technique; mostly "explains" or "tells"
without framing a story

eFails to include descriptive words and/or
phrases
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Conventions

Theresponse demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract from the
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, and usage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

The response demonstrateslittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
andusage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if itis characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseis blank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.

e Theresponseiswrittenin alanguage other than English.
¢ Theresponseis off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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GRADE 9 - 10 ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseis logically and effectively
organized; it conveys the writer’'sargumentin
acomplete and unified way. The response is
characterized by most orall of the following
features:

eEffectively introduces the topic

oExplicitly states precise claim(s) that clearly
convey a point of view

oExplicitly addresses alternate oropposing
arguments and successfully distinguishes
them from writer’'s own argument
oEffectively organizesinformationinaway
that establishes clearrelationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence

eEffectively uses words, phrases, and
clausesto link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships
between claim(s) and reasons,
betweenreasons andevidence, and
between claim(s) and counterclaims
eEffectively concludesin alogicaland
unified way

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys the writer’'s argument
butlacks anoverall sense of unity. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

«Clearly states the topic

oExplicitly states a point of view/argument
eAddresses alternate oropposing
arguments from the writer’s own argument
but may notcompletely explain why the
writer’'s own argument is stronger
e«Generally organizes information that
separates claims from counterclaims and
includesreasons and evidence forboth
eUses some transitional words, phrases, or
clausesto connectideas

«Clearly communicates a conclusion but
may lack a sense of completeness

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may have a basic controlling
point of view that isineffectively
communicated. Theresponse is
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

esAttemptstointroduce the topic and/or
restates the prompt but may lack clarity
«States a point of view/argument that may
be ambiguous or confusing
eAcknowledges the existence of alternate
oropposing arguments but fails to
elaborate ordistinguish them from the
writer’'sown argument

eLacks an obvious organizational structure,
although some grouping of claims,
counterclaims, reasons and/or evidence
may be present

eUses little orno transitional strategies
eIncludes a section or statement that
represents an ending, but the section or
statement may not accurately or
adequately sum up the writer’'s main points

Theresponseis related to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

eStates atopic that may be ambiguous or
confusing

oFails to state a point of view/argument
oFails to acknowledge alternate or
opposing arguments

el acks an organizational structure for
claims, counterclaims, reasons and/or
evidence

eFailsto connectideasthat support the
author’s argument

eLacks a statement that concludesand
summarizes the writer’'s argument
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4

Evidence & Elaboration

The response demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the topic; it effectively and
thoroughly develops, explains, and supports
the writer's argument with reasons and
evidence. Theresponseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eEffectively develops claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for
each while pointing out the strengths and
limitations of bothina mannerthat
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level
andconcerns

eEstablishes and maintains a formal style and
objective tone

The response demonstrates adequate
understanding of the topic; it develops,
explains, and supports the writer’s
argument with reasons and evidence. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

«Generally develops claim(s) and
counterclaims using some supporting
evidence, but may not emphasize the
strengths and limitations of both
eEstablishes and mostly maintains a
formal style and objective tone

The response demonstratesinconsistencies
in understanding the topic; it develops,
explains, and/or supports the writer’s
argumentwith some reasons and/or
evidence. Theresponseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eProvidesinsufficient orinconsistent
support for claim(s) and counterclaims
eMakes stylistic choices that are not always
indicative of a formal style and objective
tone

The response minimally orinadequately
addresses the topic; it statesan
argument with little orno development,
support, orelaboration. The response is
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eProvides areason for the writer’'s
argument

eFails to elaborate on thereason forthe
writer’s argument and/or fails to use
supporting evidence

eMakes stylistic choices that reveal alack
of awareness of the audience

Conventions

Theresponse demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract fromthe
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

Theresponse demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, and usage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

Theresponse demonstrates little
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
andusage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS)if it is characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseis blank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.
e Theresponseis writtenin alanguage other than English.
e Theresponseis off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.

Page 24 0of28



GRADE 9 - 10 INFORMATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if itis characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseis blank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.
e Theresponse iswrittenin alanguage other than English.
¢ Theresponseis off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseis logically and effectively
organized; it conveys the writer'sideasina
complete andunified way. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

eEffectivelyintroduces the topic
eEffectively organizes complexideas,
concepts, and information to make
important connections and distinctions
oEffectively employs appropriate and varied
transitions to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships among complexideas and
concepts

oEffectively concludesinalogicaland
unified way that supports theinformation or
explanation presented (e.g., articulating
implications or the significance of the topic)

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys the writer’sideas but
lacks an overall sense of unity. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

oClearly states the topic

«Generally organizes, connects, and
distinguishesrelatedideas, concepts, and
information

eUses some transitional words, phrases,
and/or clausesto link the major sections of
the text and clarify relationships among
ideas and concepts

«Clearly communicates a conclusion but
may lack a sense of completeness

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may have a basic controlling
idea thatisineffectively communicated.
Theresponseis characterized by most orall
of the following features:

eAttemptstointroduce the topic and/or
restates the prompt but may lack clarity

el acks an obvious organizational structure,
although some grouping of ideas may be
present

eUses little orno transitional strategies
eIncludes a statement that represents an
ending, but the statement may not
accurately oradequately sumup main
points

Theresponseis related to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
response is characterized by most orall of
the following features:

«States a topic that may be ambiguous or
confusing

el acks an organizational structure
eFailsto connectideas

el acks a statement that concludes and
summarizes the main points
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Evidence & Elaboration

The response demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the topic; it effectively and
thoroughly develops, explains, and supports
ideas. Theresponse is characterized by most
or all of the following features:

oEffectively uses well-chosen, relevant, and
sufficient facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, and/or other
information and examples from the text
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of
the topic

oEffectivelyincorporates formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and/or multimedia when called for by the
prompt

oEffectively explains and elaborates on main
points

eEffectively uses precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic

oEffectively establishes and maintains a
formal style and objective tone

Theresponse demonstrates adequate
understanding of the topic; it develops,
explains, and supports mostideas. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

eUses some facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, and/or other
information from the text as support but
may be more general than specific
eRefers to orusesinformation from
graphics and/or multimedia when called
forby the prompt

e«Explains most of the main points

eUses some precise language and/or
domain-specific vocabulary to inform
about orexplain the topic

eEstablishes and mostly maintains a
formal style and objective tone

Theresponse demonstratesinconsistencies
inunderstanding the topic; it develops,
explains, and/or supports someideas. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

eUses some facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, and/or otherinformation
from the text to support someideas
eMakes weak orno connections to
information from graphics and/or
multimedia when called for by the prompt
eAttempts to explain main points, but
explanationis weak or faulty

eUses general language and general
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic

eMakes stylistic choices that are not always
indicative of a formal style and objective
tone

The response minimally orinadequately
addresses the topic; it states one ormore
ideas with little orno development,
support, orelaboration. The response is
characterized by most or all of the
following features:

eUses few, if any, facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, and/or
otherinformation from the text to support
ideas

oFails to explain main points
eInconsistently useslanguage and
vocabulary pertinent to the task

eMakes stylistic choices thatreveal alack
of awareness of the audience

Conventions

Theresponse demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation,
spelling, grammar, and usage. If minor
errors occur, they do not detract from the
overallintent or effectiveness of the
response.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, and usage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

The response demonstrateslittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar,
andusage. The frequency and severity of
errors disrupt the effectiveness of the
response.
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GRADE 9 - 10 NARRATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC

Purpose & Organization

Theresponseis logically and effectively
organized; it conveys anarrativeina
complete andunified way. Theresponse s
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

oEffectively orients the reader by setting
out a problem, situation, orobservation
oEffectively establishes one or multiple
points of view as directed by the prompt
oEffectively establishes characters and/or
anarrator as directed by the prompt
oEffectively organizes a sequence of
events thatunfolds naturally

eEffectively uses a variety of techniques to
sequence events so that they buildonone
anotherto create acoherentwhole
oEffectively concludes the narrativeina
logical way that follows from the narrated
experiences and events

Theresponseis adequately and generally
organized; it conveys a narrative but lacks
anoverall sense of unity. Theresponseis
characterized by most or all of the following
features:

«Clearly conveys a problem, situation, or
observation

eEstablishes one or multiple points of view
as directed by the prompt

eIntroduces characters and/oranarratoras
directed by the prompt

eIncludes events that proceedin an order
thatis typical foranarrative

eUses some techniques to sequence
events

eProvides an ending that conforms with the
rest of the narrative

Theresponseis partially orinconsistently
organized and/orlacks obvious
organization; it may not convey a complete
narrative. The responseis characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eAttempts to convey a problem, situation,
orobservation

e«Conveys a point of view that may be
inconsistent throughout the narrative
eIncludes characters and/or a narrator that
may not completely conform with the
directionsin the prompt

eIncludes a basic set of events but may
structure themin anillogical way

eUses few orno techniques to sequence
events

eProvides an ending that may notlogically
ornaturally conclude the narrative

Theresponseis related to the topic but
lacks organizational structure. The
responseis characterized by most orall of
the following features:

eFails to convey a clear problem, situation,
orobservation that can serve as the basis
foraplot

eFails to establish or maintain a point of
view as directed by the prompt

oFails to establish charactersand/ora
narrator that conforms with the directionsin
the prompt

eLacks arecognizable narrative structure
eUsesno techniques to transition between
oramong parts of the narrative

eLacks anendingto the narrative
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Support & Elaboration

The response thoroughly develops
characters and/or a narrator; it effectively
and thoroughly elaborates on the sequence
of events. The response is characterized by
most or all of the following features:

oEffectively uses narrative techniques, such
as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
and multiple plot lines, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters
oEffectively uses precise words and
phrases, relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to convey a vivid picture
of experiences, events, setting, and/or
characters

The response demonstrates adequate
development of charactersand/ora
narrator; it describes a sequence of events.
Theresponseis characterized by most orall
of the following features:

eUses narrative techniques to develop
some experiences and events or show the
responses of some characters to situations
eUses more generalwords and phrases,
descriptive details, and/or sensory
language to convey experiences, events,
setting, and/or characters

Theresponseincludes superficial
development of characters and/ora
narrator;itincludes events that are part of a
story. The response is characterized by
most or all of the following features:

eUsesinadequate narrative techniques to
develop experiences and events or show
the responses of characters to situations
eUses simplistic or superficial words or
phrasesto describe experiences, events,
setting, and/or characters

Theresponseincludes charactersand/ora
narrator; it attempts torelate a story. The
response is characterized by most or all of
the following features:

eUses norecognizable narrative technique;
mostly "explains” or "tells" without framing a
story

eFailstoinclude descriptive words and/or
phrases

Conventions

The response demonstrates mastery of
basic conventions, including punctuation,
capitalization, sentence formation, spelling,
grammar, and usage. If minor errors occur,
they do not detract from the overallintent
oreffectiveness of the response.

The response demonstrates a partial
mastery of basic conventions, including
punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, spelling, grammar, and usage.
Various errors may detract from the overall
intent or effectiveness of the response.

The response demonstrateslittle
understanding of basic conventions,
including punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, spelling, grammar, and
usage. The frequency and severity of errors
disrupt the effectiveness of the response.

Aresponseis Not Scorable (NS) if itis characterized by any of the following features:

e Theresponseisblank.

e Theresponseis merely a copy of the prompt.

e Theresponse is merely a copy of parts of the stimulus.

e Theresponseiswrittenin alanguage other than English.
e Theresponseis off topic, off task, or offensive.

e Theresponseisillegible orincomprehensible.
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